RESOLUTION

SAND CREEK MASSACRE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

WHEREAS,  on November 29, 1864, Col. John M. Chivington led a group of 700 soldiers on an unprovoked attack on a Cheyenne and Arapahoe Indian village on the banks of the Big Sandy, or Sand Creek, located in Kiowa County, Colorado, resulting in the slaughter of 163 peaceful Indian villagers; and

WHEREAS, the Secretary of the Interior, pursuant to an act of Congress and acting through the National Park Service, is currently studying the suitability and feasibility of designating the Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site as a unit of the National Park System; AND

WHEREAS, as a unit of the National Park System, the Sand Creek Massacre National Historic site is anticipated to include 19.5 sections of land, or 12,480 acres, all located within Kiowa County, Colorado; and

WHEREAS, this resolution recommends that any and all land purchased, leased, or otherwise acquired for the site be acquired solely from willing sellers or lessors and that no condemnation or control be exerted by the federal government upon any landowner who is not willing to enter into an agreement with the federal government for such purpose; now,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Action 22 supports the designation of the Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site as a unit of the National Park Service and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Action 22 urges Congress to ensure that any and all land purchased, leased, or otherwise acquired be acquired solely from willing sellers or lessors and that no condemnation or control be exerted by the federal government upon any landowner who is not willing to enter into an agreement with the federal government for such purpose, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Action 22 urges Congress to ensure that the current landowners receive just and equitable compensation in any transaction associated with the designation.

ADOPTED this 9th  day of June, 2000

______ORIGINAL SIGNED__________ 
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