RESOLUTION

SUPPORTING THE DESIGNATION OF THE GREAT SAND DUNES

 NATIONAL MONUMENT AS A NATIONAL PARK


WHEREAS, The Great Sand Dunes National Monument, which became a national monument in 1932, is nestled at the foot of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains in the San Luis Valley in southern Colorado; and


WHEREAS, The Sangre de Cristo Mountains rise to elevations exceeding 14,000 feet above seal level and provide unbelievable mountain vistas and challenging outdoor experiences; and


WHEREAS, the sand dunes were formed around 12,000 years ago by sand and sediment deposits from melting alpine glaciers carried from the adjacent San Juan Mountains by the Rio Grande river flowing through the San Luis Valley; and


WHEREAS, the sand dunes cover an impressive 39 square miles of land and are home to North America’s tallest duns, the largest of which rise 700 feet; and 


WHEREAS, according to the Nature Conservancy, an international non-profit conservation group, this national monument sits at the center of one of the most extensive wetland systems in the Rocky Mountains that is home to 6 species of insects found nowhere else on earth; and


WHEREAS, the existence of sand dunes is also integrally related to two expansive natural formations that can be found surrounding the san dunes, including a sand sheet that supports vegetation such as the rare bee plant and sunflowers and the sabkha, a sand deposit hardened by minerals precipitated out of the region’s group water; and


WHEREAS, the existence of the sand dunes is interrelated with the flow of Sand Creek and Medano Creek that transport sand and exhibit a rare surge-flow phenomenon of significant scientific interest; and


WHEREAS, the sand dunes are dependent on these surrounding natural formations to provide and ensure support to the dunefield as well as to its vegetation and animal species; and


WHEREAS, the re-designation of the Great Sand Dunes National Monument would enhance the protection of the natural resources n the areas surrounding the monument as well as the underlying aquifer, one of the most precious resources of the San Luis Valley; and


WHEREAS, the creation of a Great Sand Dunes National park will help protect existing water rights in the Rio Grande basin, will not impact operation of the Closed Basin Project, and will not violate the Rio Grande Compact; and


WHEREAS, the acquisition of ranchland surrounding the Great Sand Dunes National Monument should not infringe upon the rights of the citizens of Colorado, including access presently available to citizens within the Rio Grande National Forest or hunting and fishing rights; and


WHEREAS, in November of 1999, US Representative Scott McInnis and US Senator Wayne Allard announced their intentions to introduce federal legislation to re-designate the Great Sand Dunes National Monument as a national park; and


WHEREAS, in February of 2000, the Clinton Administration announced its support of the re-designation of the Great Sand Dunes National Monument a national park and proposed funding to acquire adjoining ranchland;   


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that if the Federal Government does take ownership of the Baca Ranch, Saguache County be compensated through the creation of a wildlife refuge on the western portion of the Baca Ranch; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the use of any water rights and water resources associated with the Luis Maria Baca Grant No. 4 shall be restricted for use:   a)  only within the national park or park preserve or in the immediate surrounding areas of Alamosa or Saguache Counties, Colorado; and, b) only for purposes that protect park resources and park values, fish and wildlife purposes, or the historical irrigation use,   


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Action 22, Inc., supports the re-designation of the Great Sand Dunes National Monument as a national park to preserve this rare and beautiful geological site as well as the important ecological area surrounding the sand dunes for the benefit of present and future generations of citizens of the San Luis Valley, of Southern Colorado, the State of Colorado and the United States.


 ADOPTED THIS 9th Day of June, 2000.                        _________ORIGINAL SIGNED_________









Jake Klein, Chairman

