RESOLUTION

SUPPORTING ACCESS TO QUALITY, AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE 

WHEREAS, a lack of health care results in a higher utilization of health services in the most costly arenas, i.e. emergency rooms, hospitals, and

WHEREAS, the number of southeast Coloradans without health insurance, or inadequate insurance, increases annually, and

WHEREAS, the cost of employer-sponsored health insurance benefits is the fastest growing business expense, and

WHEREAS, health insurance premiums are higher, on average, than metropolitan areas and health plan competition is diminishing resulting in price escalation in southern Colorado, and

WHEREAS, access to quality, affordable health services is a major determinant with respect to attracting employers that pay higher wages and offer benefits, and

WHEREAS, quality and affordable health care services are desired to ensure children get a healthy start, to prevent illness and treat disease and to develop a well population, now

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  that Action 22 encourages the State of Colorado to enact legislation which will expand access to health services by reducing the number of uninsured and underinsured Coloradans, stabilize pricing in the health insurance market and create new mechanisms, as well as improve existing ones, for businesses to purchase health insurance for their employees at an affordable rate.

ADOPTED this 16th day of February,  2001

___ORIGINAL SIGNED__________ 
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