RESOLUTION

Supporting Regional Haze Rule 308

WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency has developed proposed rules concerning visibility that forces the State of Colorado to choose between two options, and

WHEREAS, the proposed rules concerning the National Visibility program as contained in Section 308 and 309 of the EPA Regional Haze Rules require close examination of the impacts on emissions in Southern Colorado, and

WHEREAS, Section 309 targets primarily emissions from electric power plants in the Western States, and

WHEREAS, Section 309 permits EPA to establish close control standards that could force premature closure of western power plants that already use low sulfur Colorado coal and have made significant progress toward reducing sulfur dioxide emissions and approximate best available retrofit technology (BART), and

WHEREAS, Action 22 is very concerned about the potential negative impact of Section 309 on the southern Colorado economy including electric rate stability, and

WHEREAS, this economic impact could affect Southern Colorado with little or no improvement in visibility, and

WHEREAS, Section 309 has the potential to aggravate the growing electrical general shortage throughout the Western states, and

WHEREAS, Section 308 requires States to prepare a comprehensive plan that addresses all criteria emissions and would give sources certainty for many years to come, now  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Action 22 strongly urges the Colorado Air Quality Commission and Governor Owens to choose Section 308 of the EPA Regional Haze Rule, which protects Class I Park and Wilderness areas without negatively impacting the southern Colorado economy.

ADOPTED this 16th day of February, 2001
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