RESOLUTION

SUPPORTING TAMARISK COALITION EFFORTS
WHEREAS, the Tamarisk is a deciduous shrub/small tree that is suited to the hot, arid climates and alkaline soils common in the western U.S. and is not a native plant of Colorado, and

WHEREAS, the Tamarisk grows near and in river banks and crowds out native stands of riparian and wetland vegetation and

WHEREAS, the plant increases the salinity of surface soil rendering the soil inhospitable to other plants and dries up springs, wetlands, and riparian areas by lowering surface water tables; and

WHEREAS, the Tamarisk widens floodplains by clogging stream channels and impacts endangered fish by changing stream morphology, and

WHEREAS, the Tamarisk increases sediment deposition due to dense stands of tamarisk stems and increases fire hazard and the intensity of fires that severely damage sensitive riparian vegetation and

WHEREAS, the Tamarisk uses significantly more water than cottonwood/willows – a mature stand of tamarisk is estimated to transpire up to an additional foot of water per year, and

WHEREAS, the US Department of Agriculture has stated that “the tamarisk infestation has reached epidemic proportions and is one of the greatest disasters to ever befall native riparian areas in western United States”, now

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, Action 22 supports the Tamarisk Coalition to control the growth and spread of the Tamarisk plant and the Coalition’s mission to restore riparian lands.    

ADOPTED THIS 14th day of September, 2001
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