RESOLUTION

Supporting the Arkansas Valley Conduit


WHEREAS, the conduit was originally authorized with the enactment of the Frying Pan-Arkansas Project in 1962; and


WHEREAS, due to the authorizing statute’s lack of a cost share and Southeastern Colorado’s depressed economic status, the conduit was never built; and


WHEREAS, until recently, the region has been fortunate to enjoy an economical and safe alternative to pipeline-transportation of project water:  the Arkansas River; and


WHEREAS, sadly, the water quality in the Arkansas has degraded to the point where it is neither economical nor safe to use; and


WHEREAS, at the same time, the federal government has continued to strengthen its unfounded water quality standards; and


WHEREAS, in order to comply with these standards, the region’s municipalities have begun exploring options for water treatment at high costs, taken together the municipalities alone face a potential expenditure of $320,000,000 to $640,000,000 simply to comply with federally mandated water quality standards; and


WHEREAS, this is not a financially feasible alternative for small farming communities; and


WHEREAS, the local sponsors of the project has initiated and are nearing the completion of an independently funded feasibility study of the conduit, and have developed a coalition of support from water users in Southeastern Colorado and are exploring options for financing their share of the costs, now


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Action 22 supports the coalition of counties and municipalities efforts to get federal legislation and funding for the Arkansas Valley Pipeline, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Action 22 supports the conduit knowing that it will provide the small towns and water agencies of Southeastern Colorado with safe, clean affordable water.


Adopted this 13th day of September, 2002   









________original signed____________









Joseph F. Rall, Chairman  









Action 22 Board of Directors
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