RESOLUTION

Regarding In Stream Flow Rights

WHEREAS, Colorado has adjudicated almost 8,000 miles of junior in stream flow rights statewide pursuant to the sole authority vested in the Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) since the inception of the in stream flow program in 1973; and

WHEREAS, the current basis and the measure of flow is the “minimum flow” necessary to protect the environment to a reasonable degree; and 

WHEREAS, there have been efforts to eliminate the Colorado Water Conservation Board’s exclusive authority to adjudicate or hold in stream flow rights and authorize private interests to hold in stream flow water rights; and

 WHEREAS, it is in the interest of all the residents of the State of Colorado to ensure that a proper balance exists between the development of water for beneficial consumptive uses and the preservation of flows necessary to support recreational and environmental needs, now

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Action 22 supports the current statutory framework authorizing the Colorado Water Conservation Board’s authority in the development and administration of Colorado’s in stream flow program.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Action 22 opposes any measure to allow private interests to create or own in stream flow rights for any beneficial use.

  

 


Dated this 13th day of September, 2002.








____________original signed____________








Joseph F. Rall, Chairman of the Board

Recommended by 

Agriculture/Public Lands and Natural Resources Committee
