ACTION 22, INC.

RESOLUTION

 Position on Transfer & Mitigation of Water

WHEREAS, the sale or transfer of water from agricultural use to urban development is of grave concern, and

WHEREAS, the owner of the water has the right to sell or transfer pursuant to Colorado law governing water transactions, and

WHEREAS, the sale or transfer of water rights often impacts not only the individual water owner but the community as a whole, and

WHEREAS, where the diversion of the water that has been sold occurs upstream, the quality of the water below can be diminished, and

WHEREAS, water is the lifeblood of any agricultural community,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Action 22 strongly supports the development of relationships between metropolitan concerns, non-water related parties and agricultural interests, with a focus on the generation of a cooperative interaction that is beneficial to all parties concerned, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Action 22 supports and advocates the position that these water issues are of statewide importance, and a collaborative effort must be pursued, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Action 22 supports policy encouraging programs that may assist existing water right holders in maintaining beneficial uses as presently decreed and which may reduce the perceived need of traditional water buyers to acquire such rights and permanently change the use.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Action 22 supports a process whereby prospective purchasers of water rights shall develop and implement programs, such as use of surplus surface water supplies, conjunctive use of groundwater, quantifiable reuse of existing water supplies, interconnections and conservation that reduce their need to acquire additional water rights, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Action 22 supports and advocates local community entities’ authority to require or impose the mitigation of significant impacts resulting from changes in water rights, and    

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that adverse economic, environmental, and social impacts of further water projects and water transfers must be minimized and unavoidable adverse impacts must be mitigated, including both the immediate and long-term impacts attributable to water transfers.
ADOPTED this 14th Day of February 2003.
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Action 22 Board of Directors

Recommended by Agriculture/Public Lands & Natural Resources Committee (Water Sub-Committee Recommendation)
