Action 22, Inc.

RESOLUTION

SUPPORT OF STATEWIDE 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE GOVERNANCE
WHEREAS, Since its founding in 1999, Action 22 has been committed to advancing the

general welfare and prosperity of Alamosa, Baca, Bent, Chaffee, Cheyenne, Conejos, Costilla, Crowley, Custer, El Paso, Fremont, Huerfano, Kiowa, Las Animas, Mineral, Saguache, Otero, Park, Prowers, Pueblo, Rio Grande, And Teller counties; and

WHEREAS, Five of Colorado’s 15 community colleges, Lamar Community College,

Otero Junior College, Pikes Peak Community College, Pueblo Community College, and Trinidad State Junior College, with a total 2002-03 full time equivalent enrollment of 13,786 students are within Action 22 boundaries; and 

WHEREAS,
These colleges served over 32,000 southeastern Colorado residents

while providing the majority of workforce training throughout Action 22 boundaries; and

WHEREAS,
These five colleges are strengthened by their association with the eight

other community colleges that make up the 13-member Colorado Community College System and, as a state system, they form Colorado’s largest and fastest growing system of higher education under the governance of the State Board for Community Colleges and Occupational Education; and

WHEREAS,
If legislation is introduced to launch the third major higher education study in the past five years to examine whether Colorado should continue to have a statewide community college system or change to a regional or individual college system of governance; and   

WHEREAS,
It is most academically, financially and politically beneficial to the five community colleges within the Action 22 boundaries to remain in a unified and strong statewide system versus being fragmented into either a regional or individual college system; and

WHEREAS,
Rather than needlessly committing state tax dollars to a duplicative and unnecessary study, these funds should instead go directly to classroom instruction,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Action 22 supports the community college system in its present form, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of Action 22, Inc. that the organization publicly opposes any new legislation further wasting higher education tax dollars on yet another study of college governance when both the $200,000 Northwest Education Research Center (NORED) Report of 1999-2000 and the Governor’s Blue Ribbon Panel on Higher Education for the 21st Century, conducted from 2001 to 2003, saw no need to disrupt community Colorado college governance.  The Action 22, Inc.  Board further directs that a signed copy of this resolution be transmitted to all Colorado state senators and representatives serving legislative districts wholly or partially within the Action 22 boundaries, urging them to strongly oppose any such wasteful legislation. 

Adopted this 14th day of November 2003.








_____ORIGINAL SIGNED_________








Nicholas Gradisar, Chairman

